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https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-33133712
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https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/ecological-footprint-by-country







Global share of buildings and construction operational and 
process CO2 emissions, 2021

Global share of buildings and construction final energy 
demand, 2021











https://www.materialepyramiden.dk/

Building impact on CO2 Emission and Resources

https://www.materialepyramiden.dk/


Circular material use rate



https://rea.apambiente.pt
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Recycling is no longer enough! 

From efficiency to effectiveness! 
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Bauteil boerse 

https://bauteilboerse-basel.ch/bauteile/
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Sandeira Restaurant
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What have been some 

of the biggest problems 

encountered in 

introducing reuse 

practices?

Contemporary Building Methods and Materiais Agglutination

Selective Demolition vs. Full Demolition

Storage and Logistics Barriers

Materials are seen as waste and not as a resource

Architectural and Engineering Education Gap

Fragmented Market for Reclaimed Components

Lack of Supporting Policies and Systems

Absence of Selective Demolition Practices
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(i) Mapeamento / Mapping
(ii) Oficinas teóricas / 
Theoretical workshops
(iii) Exposições / Exhibitions
(iv) Conversas / Conversations
(v) Construção experimental / 
Experimental construction
(vi) Publicações / Publications
(vii) Prática artística / Artistic 
practice

NADA NOVO – Fields of action

Nothing New





1.

2.

4.
3.

5.

Banco dos materiais

Armazém das oportunidades

Costa Almeida Ambiente

Pinheiro Antiques

MV – Gestão de resíduos



1.



2.



3.



4.
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Peças desgarradas > Peças 

resgatadas

Stray parts > Salvaged parts



























FÓRUM NADA NOVO: THE “WAREHOUSE OF MATERIALS” @ 

ADEGA, PELE

> Re-use stories - approximate quantities, modifications, people and 

time:

- 0.75x ‘big bag’ (reused, unstiched+stitched)

- 2x industrial storage vertical frames (reused,12 new 8mm holes)

- 2x cans of left-over spray paint

- 5x electrical cable servicing trays (reused, 5 new cuts)

- 6x industrial storage unit beams (reused, no modifications)

- 6x rectangular section metal profiles (reused, 6 new cuts)

- 10x perforated metal sheets (reused, no modifications)

- 10x m6 bolts, nuts and washers (new)

- 12x m8 bolts, nuts and washers (new)

- 28x acrylic panels (reused, 28x new 4mm holes)

- 36x 300x5mm white nylon cable ties (new)

- 112x 200x3mm white nylon cable ties (new)

- ~192 person-hours / 18 collaborators.





FÓRUM NADA NOVO : THE “FÓRUM” @ ADEGA, PELE

> Re-use stories - approximate quantities, modifications, people and 

time:

- 2x cross-bracing elements of industrial shelving units (reused, dismantled)

- 2x metal porch structures (reused, 8 new 8mm holes)

- 3x perforated screen frames (reused, no modifications)

- 4x ‘big bags’ (reused, unstitched and restitched to combine)

- 4x cable pullies (new)

- 4x perforated metal sheets (reused, 10 cuts)

- 4x wooden beam sections (reused, no modifications)

- 5x cans of left-over spray paint

- 6x vertical sections of industrial shelving units (reused, dismantled/reusable)

- 6x cable clamps (new)

- 10x m10 bolts, nuts and washers (reused, no modifications)

- 15x plywood shelves (reused, no modifications)

- 16x assorted stones (reused, painted)

- 16x m12 bolts, nuts and washers (new)

- 18x 6mm screw fixings (new)

- 24x concrete post blocks (reused, no modifications)

- 30lm 4mm cable (new)

- ~223 person-hours / 24 collaborators
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nadanovo.org
nadanovo.associacao

https://nadanovo.org/
https://www.instagram.com/nadanovo.associacao
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What have been some 

of the biggest problems 

encountered in 

introducing reuse 

practices?

Trying to use the intervention at 

Casa do Laranjal/Orange Grove 

House as a research project and 

laboratory
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2000s



Casa do Laranjeira/Orange tree house agricultural complex

Area in 1970s

1990s



Area nowadays

Casa do Laranjal / Orange grove house

2000s
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2023 onwards intervention

Designer and owner as the same person

Project and the construction work as a test / laboratory 

- reducing the impact of buildings

- use of traditional materials and constructive systems

- reuse/repurpose of existing, donated or purchased 

materials and components.
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Construction work accompanied 100% of the time 



Level 0 Level 1



Level 0

Level 1



Level 0

Level 1

Available Used Planned

Beams 20 3 + 9 un. variable (3-6m long) CB

Windows 8 8 un. variable NB, CB, SB

Doors 10 10 un. variable NB, CB, SB

Shutters 4 4 un. variable NB

Floorboads (sawn) 30 5 m2 variable CB

Door lateral stones 14 11 3 un. 2x,25/0,40x0,60m NB (6), CB (8)

Window lateral stones 5 5 un. 1,2x0,20x0,30m NB (5)

Lintels 20 10 un. 0,60 m wide NB (7), CB (3)

Stone beam 1 1 un. 3x0,3x0,3m CB (1)

Stone for masonry 3 5 m2 variable CB

Loose Stone 8 20 m3 variable NB, CB, SB

Steel I Profil 1 1 0 3,30 m long CB (1)

Reuse 

location

Wood

Granite Stone

Locations: NB - North Body ; CB - Central Body;  SB - South Body

Material Component
Quantity

Unity Dimensions

Available materials: Stone
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Level 0
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Available Used Planned
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Floorboads (sawn) 30 5 m2 variable CB

Door lateral stones 14 11 3 un. 2x,25/0,40x0,60m NB (6), CB (8)

Window lateral stones 5 5 un. 1,2x0,20x0,30m NB (5)

Lintels 20 10 un. 0,60 m wide NB (7), CB (3)

Stone beam 1 1 un. 3x0,3x0,3m CB (1)

Stone for masonry 3 5 m2 variable CB

Loose Stone 8 20 m3 variable NB, CB, SB
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Material Component
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A painful defeat
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My ”private supermarket” of reuse components





Available materials: Wood



Planned in the expectation of winning





Planned in the expectation of winning



Building a wall around a door



Building a wall around a door



Almost like an epilogue



Almost like an epilogue



Almost like an epilogue



Almost like an epilogue



I thank my distant ancestors and my parents who bequeathed me 

their home and their taste for the cultures of the past.

I would also like to thank those who, as well as sweating, put their 

love into what they do: Pedro, Rui, Reinaldo, António, Filipe, 

Cristiano and others.

Clara Pimenta do Vale

Clara_vale@arq.up.pt

Acknowledgements

mailto:Clara_vale@arq.up.pt

